
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are going to ask questions about how much money your household spends to 
help members of the household who were cited, arrested, or are currently in 
prison. Questions will ask about any people from your household who may 
currently be in prison; citations you may have paid for yourself or others; bail you 
may have posted for yourself or others; or any money you might regularly pay on 
behalf of someone who is in prison for things like phone calls or commissary 
accounts. 
 
Are you 18? 
 
Are you able to answer questions about money your household MAY or MAY NOT 
spend on thing like citations, bail, or payments to prisoners’ commissary or pre-
paid phone accounts?  
 
If you choose to participate your answers will be kept confidential. Any 
information that is made public from this survey will not contain ANY names you 
provide, and no one will be able to identify who you are or the answers you gave 
to any of these questions. 
 
No response: 
 

! No one home 

! No eligible respondent 

! Refusal 

 
Return visit: 
 

! YES, not scheduled 

! YES, scheduled 

When? _____________________________________________________ 

!  NO return visit 

Comments: _________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
Address: ________________________ 
 
               ________________________ 
 
     Date: ________________________ 
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First we are going to ask about anyone who might be missing from your 
household because they are incarcerated. 
 

 
 
 

1.1 Is anyone who NORMALLY STAYS in this house CURRENTLY in jail or prison? 
! NO, skip to  

! YES. Please list name(s): 
___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

For each NAME listed in 1.1: 
1.2.a Before <NAME> was incarcerated, was he/ she a usual resident of this  
         house? That is, is this the place that <NAME> lived and slept most of the  
         time? 

! NO  

! YES 
1.2.b Do you consider <NAME> a member of this household? 

! NO 
! YES 

1.2.c Think about the time <NAME> spent here before he/ she was incarcerated.  
         Was <NAME> living here, visiting here, or something else? 

! Living here 
! Visiting here 

! Something else 
1.2.d Before <NAME> was incarcerated, did they contribute any money to pay any  
         of the household’s bills, such as: rent, food, phone bills, medical bills, or  
         child support payments? 

! NO 
! YES 

 

 

SECTION 2 

SECTION 1 

FOR ADDITIONAL <NAMES> FROM 1.1 USE SUPPLEMENTAL PAGE(S) 
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Next, we would like to ask you some questions about money your household 
might have paid to support ANYONE in prison, WHETHER YOU LISTED THEM IN 
THE LAST SECTION OR NOT. 

SECTION 2 

2.1 In the past year since July 20, 2014, have you paid any money into a prisoner’s  
      commissary account, given someone else cash to add to a prisoner’s  
      commissary account, purchased a phone card for a prisoner, or added  
      money to a pre-paid phone service such as Global Tel*Link? 

! NO 
! YES 

2.2 Are you CURRENTLY paying money into a commissary account for ANYONE  
      in prison right now? 

! NO 
! YES 

"  If YES 
     2.2.a How many people do you do this for? 
              _______________________________ 
  2.2.b For each person in 2.2.a: About how often do you pay money into  
     his/ her commissary account?  
           person 1 _______________________________ 
           person 2 _______________________________ 

              person 3 _______________________________ 

              person 4 _______________________________ 

         2.2.c For each person in 2.2.a: About how much money do you pay each  
   time? 

              person 1 _______________________________ 
           person 2 _______________________________ 

              person 3 _______________________________ 

              person 4 _______________________________ 

2.3 Are you CURRENTLY purchasing phone cards or paying into a pre-paid phone 
      account for ANYONE in prison right now? 

! NO 

! YES 
"  If YES 
 2.3.a How many people do you do this for? 
              _______________________________ 

       



	
  

	
  

4 

 
 

 

SECTION 2 CONTINUED 

  
 2.3.b For each person in 2.3.a: About how often do you pay money into his/  
                    her phone card or account?  

    person 1 _______________________________ 
       person 2 _______________________________ 

          person 3 _______________________________ 

          person 4 _______________________________ 

2.3.c For each person in 2.3.a: About how much money do you pay each  
         time? 

          person 1 _______________________________ 
       person 2 _______________________________ 

          person 3 _______________________________ 

          person 4 _______________________________ 

2.4 Are you CURRENTLY giving cash to someone else to add to a prisoner’s  
      account (books)? 

! NO 
! YES 

 "  If YES 
 2.4.a How many people do you do this for? 
           _______________________________ 

           2.4.b For each person in 2.4.a: About how often do you give cash for him/  
                    her? 

        person 1 _______________________________ 
        person 2 _______________________________ 

           person 3 _______________________________ 

           person 4 _______________________________ 

     2.4.c For each person in 2.4.a: About how much do you give each time? 
          person 1 _______________________________ 
       person 2 _______________________________ 

          person 3 _______________________________ 

          person 4 _______________________________ 
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2.5 Are you CURRENTLY visiting ANYONE in prison on a regular basis? 
! NO 

! YES 
 "  If YES 

 2.5.a How many people do you do this for? 
           _______________________________ 

           2.5.b For each person in 2.5.a: About how often do you visit him/ her? 
        person 1 _______________________________ 
        person 2 _______________________________ 

           person 3 _______________________________ 

           person 4 _______________________________ 

     2.5.c For each person in 2.5.a: About how much does it cost each time you  
                     visit? Please include anything you think of that you might pay in  
                     order to visit, including such things as: travel costs (care fare), hotel  
                     rooms, babysitters, or food or pictures while you are visiting.  

          person 1 _______________________________ 
       person 2 _______________________________ 

          person 3 _______________________________ 

          person 4 _______________________________ 

 

SECTION 2 CONTINUED 
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Finally, we would like to ask about other costs related to arrest or contact with 
police that your household may have paid in the past year since July 20, 2014. 

 

SECTION 3 

3.1 In the year since July 20, 2014 has anyone in your household posted bail for  
      yourself or any other member of your household? 

! NO 

! YES 
"  If YES 
3.1.a How many times did someone in your household post bail for  
         anyone in the year since July 20, 2014? 
         ______________________ 
3.1.b Please think about each time someone in your household posted bail  
         for anyone in the year since July 20, 2014. In dollars, how much of  
         the bail posted was non-refundable? 
         first time __________________________ 

         second time _______________________ 
         third time _________________________ 
         fourth time ________________________ 

3.2 In the year since July 20, 2014 have you, or has anyone in your household had  
      to pay a ticket or citation? 

! NO 
! YES 

"  If YES 

3.2.a How many times did you or someone in your household PAY a  
         ticket or citation in the year since July 20, 2014? 
         ______________________ 

3.2.b Please think about each time you or someone in your household paid 
         a ticket or citation in the year since July 20, 2014. How much was each 
         ticket or citation? 
         ticket/ citation 1 __________________________ 
         ticket/ citation 2 __________________________ 
         ticket/ citation 3 __________________________ 

         ticket/ citation 4 __________________________ 
 



	
  

	
  

7 

 
 

 

3.3 In the year since July 20, 2014 have you or has anyone in your household paid  
      legal fees (paid for a lawyer)? 

! NO 
! YES 

"  If YES 

3.3.a How many times did you or someone in your household pay legal fees  
         in the year since July 20, 2014? 
         ______________________ 
3.3.b Please think about each time you or someone in your household paid  
         legal fees in the year since July 20, 2014. How much did they pay each  
         time? 
         first time __________________________ 
         second time _______________________ 

         third time _________________________ 
         fourth time ________________________ 

3.4 In the year since July 20, 2014 have you, or has anyone in your household had  
      to pay court costs, fines, or fees? 

! NO 
! YES 

"  If YES 
3.4.a How many times did you or someone in your household pay court  
         costs, fines or fees in the year since July 20, 2014? 
         ______________________ 
3.4.b Please think about each time you or someone in your household paid 
         court costs, fines or fees in the year since July 20, 2014. How much    
         did they pay each time? 

         first time __________________________ 
         second time _______________________ 
         third time _________________________ 
         fourth time ________________________ 

 

SECTION 3 CONTINUED 


